
OUR HEAVENLY MOTHER 
By Rachel McKissick, Second Counselor in the Los Angeles Stake Relief Society Presidency 
 
 
In 1839, Zina D. Young (18 years old) and her mother contracted cholera. Her mother did not 
survive. Susa Young Gates, a niece of Zina, recorded the following account: 
 

“As Zina was speaking with the Prophet Joseph Smith concerning the loss of her mother 
and her intense grief, she asked the question: 
 
‘Will I know my mother as my mother when I get over to the Other Side?’ 
 
‘Certainly you will,’ was the instant reply of the Prophet. ‘More than that, you will meet 
and become acquainted with your eternal Mother, the wife of your Father in Heaven.’ 
 
‘And have I then a Mother in Heaven?’ exclaimed the astonished girl. 
 
‘You assuredly have. How could a Father claim His title unless there were also a Mother 
to share that parenthood?’”1 

 
I learned as a child that I have a Heavenly Mother. It made sense to me. Much like President 
Gordon B. Hinckley concluded: “Logic and reason would certainly suggest that if we have a 
Father in Heaven, we have a Mother in Heaven. That doctrine rests well with me.”2 
 
Unlike Zina, I never had a time in my life where I didn’t know of the great proof of my own 
divine potential. I never had to wrestle with the historically popular position that females are 
inferior because they are not made in the image of the generally accepted male God. Therefore, I 
can only imagine how powerful the sudden realization must have been for Zina. The knowledge 
that we have a Heavenly Mother and a Heavenly Father means that we are all made in the image 
of the divine!  
 
Elder Glenn L. Pace declared to all women, ”I testify that when you stand in front of your 
Heavenly Parents in those royal courts on high and look into [Heavenly Mother’s] eyes and 
behold Her countenance, any question you ever had about the role of women in the kingdom will 
evaporate into the rich celestial air, because at that moment you will see standing directly in front 
of you, your divine nature and destiny.”3 
                                                             
1 Susa Young Gates, History of the Young Ladies’ Mutual Improvement Association of the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-Day Saints [Salt Lake City: Deseret News, 1911], 15–16 
2 David L. Paulsen, “A Mother There”: A Survey of Historical Teachings about Mother in Heaven, BYU Studies 
Quarterly 
3 Elder Glenn L. Pace “The Divine Nature and Destiny of Women” BYU Devotional March, 6 2010. 



 
One of the great trials of this life is being separated from our Heavenly Mother. She may feel far 
away, but I testify that she is near. She loves us! She is working as hard as our Father to bring us 
back home. Rachel Hunt Steenblik sweetly asserts that, “The Mother’s face is hidden from us, 
because Her arms are around us…Our head rests gently on Her Shoulder.”4 
 
Happy Mother’s Day, my dear ward family! I hope you feel the divine love that surrounds you! 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 
 
 
To learn more about our Heavenly Mother, please view the following resources: 
 
 

1. Essay on the Church website on our Mother in Heaven: 
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/manual/gospel-topics-essays/mother-in-heaven?lang=eng 

 
2. The Family:  A Proclamation to the World: https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/manual/the-

family-a-proclamation-to-the-world/the-family-a-proclamation-to-the-world?lang=eng 
 

3. A Survey of Historical Teachings about Mother in Heaven from BYU Studies Quarterly: 
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?referer=&httpsredir=1&article=4308&context=byusq 

 
 
 

 

                                                             
4 Mother’s Milk, Rachel Hunt Steenblik, p. 62 


